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Living Countryside Awards 2018
Application Form

Closing Date –June 15th 2018


Applications for CPRE Bedfordshire’s Living Countryside Awards 2018 are invited from people and organisations that are making a positive difference to Bedfordshire’s countryside. All short-listed applicants will be promoted by CPRE Bedfordshire in association with the Awards. The winners will be recognised at an Awards Ceremony on October 3rd 2018.

Criteria
Please ensure your project meets the following criteria:
· The project falls, or has a significant impact, within the county of Bedfordshire.
· The project was initiated or completed between June 2016 and June 15th 2018; ongoing projects started prior to June 2016 are also eligible. 

Categories
There are some new categories for 2018 bringing the total number to 6 which embrace a broad range of projects; examples of previous winners are on our website. We encourage you to apply if your project enhances the sustainability or biodiversity value of the local environment in any way.

1. Sustainable Enterprise
Recognising enterprises that bring benefits to the local economy, environment and community.
This could include:
· Not for profit / community schemes
· Traditional crafts
· Innovative use of locally sourced materials
· Eco tourism projects

2. Biodiversity & Landscape Improvement
Recognising initiatives that have enhanced the landscape and biodiversity of an area
This could include:
· Creation of nature reserves, ponds etc. 
· Tree and hedgerow planting 
· Best practice in farming, such as; preserving the landscape or encouraging wildlife 
· Improvement of access to the countryside

3. Young People
Recognising projects by or for young people which encourage engagement with the natural world.
This could include:
· School gardens, gardening clubs etc.
· Education projects in out of school contexts – e.g. forest schools, heritage sites etc.
· Community initiatives or campaigns led by young people
· Young Farmers and similar groups

4. Local Food and Drink
Recognising excellence in local produce and in production methods that are environmentally sensitive. 
This could include:
· Use of local produce
· Traditional production methods
· Businesses & shops focusing on local food and drink


5. Health and Wellbeing
Recognising projects which use the local environment to promote mental and physical health.
This could include:
· Walking groups with a mental health focus
· Green gyms
· Countryside initiatives aimed at increasing access for all


6. Greening Urban Spaces
Recognising initiatives which seek to enhance our urban spaces.
This could include:
· Pocket parks
· Community gardens
· Public spaces



If you would like to discuss whether your project might be eligible please call Susan Walls on 01234 353331, or email info@cprebeds.org.uk
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Please let us know which Award category/categories you are applying for: 
Biodiversity & Landscape Improvement

Young 
People

Sustainable Enterprise





Greening Urban Spaces
[bookmark: _GoBack]Local Food & Drink

Health & Wellbeing




Name of nominated project/initiative :








Project address including postcode:

















Contact details of person making the application - name, address, email, tel no:



























Name & contact details of the project co-ordinator (if different to above):





















Name & contact details of land owner or property owner (if applicable):



















Project description  (300 max words):
























You are welcome to submit further information such as photographs and material in support of your application, these could include before and after images, press articles, drawings or plans. Where possible, please send electronic versions via email.
CPRE Bedfordshire will inform you if your application has been short-listed and the judges will visit each short-listed project with a photographer in June or July. Details of the short-listed projects will be announced and an awards ceremony will be held on the 3rd of October 2018 in Bedford Corn Exchange. 






Declaration:

· I understand that the judges’ decision is final.
· I will obtain the landowner’s permission (if applicable) for the judges to visit the project on the given judging day.
· I approve the use of the project description and the photographs taken during the judges’ visit and Awards Ceremony to be used in publicity by CPRE Bedfordshire.

Signed 							Date 				

Please return this application form by 15th June 2018 

Please email this form and any accompanying documents or photos to events@cprebeds.org.uk, or post to: CPRE Bedfordshire, 5 Grove Place, BEDFORD, MK40 3JJ

Further Information:
How did you hear about the Living Countryside Awards? _______________________________

Would you like to receive further information about CPRE Bedfordshire? __________________ 

If you require assistance with your application or would like further information please contact Susan Walls on 01234 353331 or email info@cprebeds.org.uk 
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