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NOTICE OF 31st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING TO BE HELD at
The Howard Room, Bedford at 7pm on Tuesday 17th April 2018

AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES

2. MINUTES OF THE 30th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 15th May 2017
2.1 Approval
2.2 Matters Arising

3. TRUSTEES’ REPORT

4. STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS TO 31.12. 2017
4.1 Matters Arising 
4.2 Adoption

5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS and EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE for 2018-2019

Gerry Sansom offers himself as chair:
Proposed by 			
Seconded by			

Michael Stonnell offers himself as Vice-chair:
Proposed by Gerry Sansom			 
Seconded by Mary Walsh	

Chris Hall offers himself as Hon Treasurer:
Proposed by Gerry Sansom		 
Seconded by Alan Apling	

Lau Tamberg offers himself for re-election as member of the executive committee	
Proposed by Michael Stonnell
Seconded by Susan Lynch

Susan Lynch offers himself for re-election as member of the executive committee	
Proposed by Lau Tamberg
Seconded by Gerry Sansom

Martin Christopher offers himself for re-election as member of the executive committee	
Proposed by Gerry Sansom	
Seconded by Mary Walsh
		             		
The proposal to be put to the meeting is that Alan Apling be allowed another year on the executive committee.
Proposed by Gerry Sansom
Seconded by Susan Lynch

Paul Jenkins offers himself as member of the executive committee:
Proposed by Gerry Sansom		 
Seconded by Chris Hall			
	
Position of Hon. Secretary is vacant. Tony Kellett and Julia Jones are standing down from the executive committee. Call for new executive from the floor.

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The formal business of the AGM will be followed by 

Our Speaker - Professor Paul Leinster CBE, Cranfield University
Accounting for the Natural Environment in the Oxford 
Cambridge Growth Corridor - a practical approach






















Minutes of the 30th Annual General Meeting of CPRE Bedfordshire
Monday 15th May 2017 at Stratton Upper School Biggleswade at 18.00 hours

1 Attendees

       40

2 Apologies for Absence

Steve Halton, Roger White, Cllr Frank Firth, Pam and Nigel Rumfitt, Dawn Hardy, Deborah Lawson (Clerk, representing Flitton and Greenfield Parish Council), Barbara and Roger Wheeler, Elizabeth Slack, Michael Brooks, Elizabeth Calvert, Anna Bloomfield, Cllr John Westbury (representing Eggington Parish Council).

3 Minutes of the 29th Annual General Meeting of CPRE Bedfordshire Saturday 23 April 2016 at 
      Parkside Hall Ampthill

3.1	Approval proposed by Martin Towlson, seconded by Helen Stonnell.  The minutes were then accepted by the meeting as a true record and signed by the Chair.

3.2 No matters arising.

      4    Trustees Report

      The Trustees report for the year ending 31 December 2016 had previously been 
      circulated. The Chair highlighted a few issues in regard to the Living Countryside Awards 
      (LCA)the importance of volunteers and trustees.

4.1 Approval proposed by Gerry Samson and seconded by Michael Stonnell the meeting  
      then approved the Trustees Report. 

      5	Statement of Accounts to December 2016

5.1 Statement of Accounts and Treasurers Report presented by Chris Hall. Audited Accounts 
      and treasures report circulated. Chris highlighted the overspend on the LCA’s, the Chair 
      stated there are no plans to change the format as it is good publicity. 

5.2 Approval proposed by Martin Towlson and seconded by Peter Scott. Approved by 
      meeting nem. con.

      6	Election of Officers and Executive Committee 2017 - 2018

6.1 Chair 
      One nomination for position of Chair; Gerry Samson. Proposed by Michael Stonnell, 
      Seconded by Alan Apling.  Approved by meeting nem. con.

6.2 Vice Chair
      Michael Stonnell offered himself for vice chair. Proposed by Gerry Samson seconded by  
      Helen Stonnell.  Approved by meeting nem. con.


6.3 Honorary Treasurer
      One nomination for position of honorary treasurer: Chris Hall. Proposed by Gerry Samson
      seconded by Michael Stonnell. Approved by meeting nem. con.

6.4 Honorary Secretary
             
                  One nomination for position of Honorary Secretary: Helen Stonnell.  Proposed by Gerry
                   Samson seconded by Michael Stonnell. Approved by meeting nem. con

6.5 Executive Committee Members

          7 trustees nominated; Tony Kellett, Mary Walsh, Alan Apling, Julia Jones, Susan Lynch,  
          Martin Christopher and Lau Tambjerg.  Proposed by Gerry Samson and 
          seconded by the Floor. Approved by meeting nem. con. 

             7   Any Other Business

                  Gerry Samson asked for the recognition of Martin Towlson as an original member and a 
                   Founder of CPRE Bedfordshire. From the floor Anne Collet White thanked Nicola  
                   Scholfield for her work as branch development manager.
             
                  Meeting closed at 19.30, followed by a talk by Tom Fyans Director of Campaigns and
                  Communications.     

CPRE Bedfordshire
Trustees’ Report for the year 2017

“Protecting Bedfordshire’s countryside for present and future generations”
CPRE Bedfordshire is a local Bedford based charity. We are the only environmental organisation that stands up against the threats to our Bedfordshire countryside and urban green spaces from unsustainable and unsuitable development of all types.
We are affiliated to the national CPRE organisation. 
During the year the pressures on our countryside and urban green spaces for new homes continued to grow right across the county as they have for the last few years, reflecting an increasing population and the growth of Milton Keynes, Cambridge and, to a lesser extent, Northampton. 
The high price of homes in London continues to push people further out into Bedfordshire in search of more affordable accommodation and a better quality of life.
This pressure makes the work we do to protect our countryside all the more important.
[bookmark: _GoBack]CPRE Bedfordshire fully understands the need for new homes especially affordable homes. We work to encourage Local Authorities to plan for sustainable not excessive development, combined with the range of infrastructure resources needed to support it. We promote the recognition of the intrinsic value of the countryside and urban green spaces which are so important to our quality of life. 

Oxford – Milton Keynes – Bedford – Cambridge Corridor
The National Infrastructure Commissions (NIC) was asked by George Osborne the,previous Chancellor of the Exchequer, to investigate and make proposals for development across the Oxford - Cambridge Corridor and during late 2016 and 2017 the NIC undertook a series of consultations.
Recognising the importance of the NIC work and the impact their proposals would have on Bedfordshire, CPRE Bedfordshire encouraged CPRE National Office to set up a working group comprising the CPRE branches across the “Corridor” that would be impacted by the NIC’s work.
CPRE Bedfordshire was a founder member of this “OxCam” Group the objective of which was to respond to NIC discussion papers and consultations giving the opinions of the CPRE Branches affected by their proposals.
In addition, the OxCam Group has developed CPRE policy on the issue.
In November 2017 the NIC provided their final Report on development across the “Corridor” which, amongst other things, called for the development of +1 million homes (equivalent to 20 cities the size of the city of Cambridge) and a population increase of up to 1.9 million people (twice the size of Birmingham). 
They also proposed the development of an East/West Rail link between Oxford & Cambridge and an Expressway road linking the 2 university cities.
This is certainly one of the most important strategic planning considerations for the future development of our county over the next 30/40 years.                                                          
It is already having an impact on the development of Local Plans in both Bedford Borough and Central Bedfordshire.
For this reason we are devoting considerable time to ensuring that Town & Parish Councils, Borough & District Councillors, members and others are kept up to date with the various reports and plans emanating from the NIC.
We are doing all we can to ensure that whatever plans finally come forward they are sustainable and the result of democratic consultation particularly at a local level.
CPRE Bedfordshire fully supports East/West Rail particularly an electrified version.
More details can be found on our website.www.cprebeds.org.uk
Local Plans – Central Bedfordshire, Bedford Borough and Luton Borough
Considerable resources have been devoted to responding to Local Plan Consultations across the county. 
Local Plans allocate and designate land for various uses over the next 20 years (until 2035 in most cases) so it’s vitally important that we use our resources to influence Local Plans positively to ensure the long term protection of our countryside and urban green spaces. At the same time we fully recognise the need for new homes (especially affordable homes) and for areas of employment etc. Getting the balance right is important.
Our principal objectives has been one of communication - improving local democracy. 
That is, to ensure that Members, Town & Parish Councils and the General Public are informed of the detail of the Plans and how they will impact on the Bedfordshire countryside and urban green spaces.
During 2017 we introduced a new idea of issuing “Briefing Papers” which contained our initial thoughts on the Local Plans – these were distributed usually within a week of a public consultation starting.
The response from people has been that the “Briefing Papers” have been very effective in highlighting the specific issues that CPRE Bedfordshire felt were important. 
Luton Borough Council Local Plan 2011 - 2031
This was finally agreed by the Government Appointed Inspector in August 2017 and adopted by the Council in November.
CPRE Bedfordshire attended and contributed to the “Inspection in Public”.
CPRE Bedfordshire is very concerned about the loss of Open Green Space in the Borough particularly that due to the expansion of the airport – we would like to become more active in this area in the future.
Central Bedfordshire and Bedford Borough Local Plans 2015-2035
Both of these Local Plans are following the same timetable with final submission versions planned to be submitted to the Government at the end of March 2018.
As Members will be aware, CPRE Bedfordshire has been heavily involved in both of these Local Plans and we have contributed to all Consultations and provided detailed “Briefing Papers” during the course of the year.
Both Local Plans are of concern to us due to the extremely high housing numbers proposed.
In Central Bedfordshire development in the Green Belt and across the Chilterns AONB are of particular concern.
With regard to Bedford Borough the lack of proper protection for the Great Ouse River Valley and the New Town (4,500 new homes) proposed for Sharnbrook in the north of the Borough are amongst the issues that alarm us.
Full details of our responses to Local Plan Consultations and Briefing Papers can be found on our website.
Planning Issues
Our planning volunteers across Bedfordshire have responded to a large number of applications that have been the cause of concern and due to our work, in most cases together with the local community, we have had success in saving important areas of countryside and urban green spaces from inappropriate development.
Highlighting the issues around the lack of Affordable Homes in our communities
CPRE Bedfordshire has been at the forefront of work, undertaken together with our National Office, to highlight the loss of Affordable Homes due to Developers using the issue of “viability” to refuse to build the homes they committed to when planning permission was first given.
We provided examples of where over 200 families have lost out on large developments due to Developers using the issue of “viability” to renege on previous agreements. 
This led to a BBC radio programme which highlighted the problem to a national audience. 
The government is now considering changes to planning legislation to outlaw this practice.
Saving important Open Green Spaces – Freemen’s Common
By working together with local action groups CPRE Bedfordshire managed to persuade Bedford Borough Council to remove Freemen’s Common from their Local Plan 2035.       This 12.5 hectare area of open land on Bedford’s urban fringe has been in public ownership since the late 1700s. 
We’d like to see it opened up to public access and managed to improve biodiversity.
Land banking – Houghton Regis North Development for 5,500 new homes
CPRE Bedfordshire has highlighted the issue of “land banking” in Houghton Regis (Central Bedfordshire) where despite planning permission being given for the development of 5,500 new homes at a site in Houghton Regis North in 2014 – not one single brick has been laid to date.
When planning permission was given it was stated that the homes were desperately needed!!
We have worked to raise awareness of the issue and belatedly, the Government may now be taking action to end this practice – we await news.


Branch Matters

Volunteers
We now have 20 people across Bedfordshire who are volunteering regularly, helping us in our work. 
During 2017 we were really fortunate to attract 4 excellent new Trustees to our Executive Committee.
Their combined experience will be of great value to us as we plan our future and we look forward to them getting more involved in our work.
We are in urgent need of more planning volunteers particularly for the Central Bedfordshire and Luton areas. The only experience people need is a commitment to the countryside, our urban green spaces and CPRE values. Full training and mentoring will be provided.
We are very grateful to everyone who gives their time to ensure that future generations will be able to enjoy our beautiful Bedfordshire countryside and urban green spaces. 

Branch Manager
The Trustees would like to express their sincere thanks to our Branch Manager, Nicola Scholfield for her work and commitment during the year. 
As some members will be aware, Nicola left us at the end of last year after 4 years during which time she made so much progress in developing the work we do. We shall all miss her dedication and enthusiasm.
It is with much pleasure that we now welcome Susan Walls to the post of Branch Manager and I know that Susan is looking forward to meeting members during the course of this year.
Finally, on behalf of the Trustees I should like to thank you, our members for your continued and highly valued support without which our work would not be possible.

Gerry Sansom
Chair, CPRE Bedfordshire 
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