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Volunteer Role Description
Topic Leader
Various locations: - Bedford & North Bedfordshire/Luton/Central Bedfordshire
What is this role?
The Campaign to Protect Rural England in Bedfordshire (CPRE Bedfordshire) is calling for people to help stand up for Bedfordshire’s much-loved countryside. The local charity is recruiting Topic Leaders to expand its team of volunteers who have specialist knowledge on the topics that CPRE promotes and works on.  Some key topics are:-
· Plastics
· Waste reduction
· Recycling
· Biodiversity
· Climate Change
· Soil
· Local Foods
· Affordable Housing
· Litter
· Education / working with schools

What’s in it for me?
· Play an important part in the protection of your local area 
· Gain personal satisfaction from making a difference to the future of Bedfordshire’s towns, villages and countryside. 
· Know your support is making a fantastic contribution to the English countryside and the environment.
· Become part of a friendly and capable team, meeting like-minded people and making friends. 
· Improve your knowledge of our local planning system and being part of the democratic process.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Learn new skills – or develop current ones and build your CV.
· You will also have opportunities to get involved in wider CPRE campaigns and events as a part of its volunteer network. 
What’s involved?
· You will be the eyes and ears for any developments on your topic area and help keep our team informed. 
· Provide information for our campaigns and promotion as required
· Suggest ideas for ways we can promote or campaign on your topic
· Occasionally attend meetings with local group or at our National Office in London

This role will suit you if… you have a keen interest in the protection of our countryside, alongside some experience or knowledge of the one of our topic areas. This may be through your job, academic qualifications or personal interest.
We also hope that you can offer us most of the following qualities: 
· a strong interest in the countryside 
· an interest in investigative work, good research skills and an eye for detail  
· the ability to make sense of complex issues and information
· good communication skills - written and verbal 
· computer literate - the internet, e-mail and MS Word or equivalent 
Information
Place: You will have the option to work either from home or from our Bedford office. If working at home you will need access to a computer and the internet.
Time commitment: Varies but typically 2-3 hours a month on a flexible basis
Training: You will also be given support in your role as a CPRE volunteer, including an induction at our national office in London. 
Expenses: The role is voluntary although we will pay all out-of-pocket expenses with prior agreement, in line with our Volunteer Policy. 
Who are CPRE? 
CPRE fights for a better future for the English Countryside, working to protect, shape and enhance our beautiful, thriving countryside for everyone to value and enjoy. Much of this work is done by volunteers in county branches across England. CPRE Bedfordshire is part of a countrywide network affiliated to CPRE and operates as an independent charity, working to protect Bedfordshire’s countryside. 
Contact details: To apply for this volunteer role, please email us with some information about yourself, including why you would be interested in joining our planning team. 
Please also contact us if you would like to find out more about this role. To apply or for more information, please contact Lois on lois.wright@cprebeds.org.uk or call 01234 880624
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